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ABSTRACT 

After the end of the SeaWiFS mission in 2010 and the MERIS mission in 
2012, the ocean color products of the MODIS on Aqua are the only 
remaining source to continue the ocean color climate data record until 
the VIIRS ocean color products become operational (expected for 
summer 2013). The MODIS on Aqua is well beyond its expected lifetime, 
and the calibration accuracy of the short wavelengths (412nm and 
443nm) has deteriorated in recent years. Initially, SeaWiFS data were 
used to improve the MODIS Aqua calibration, but this solution was not 
applicable after the end of the SeaWiFS mission. In 2012, a new 
calibration methodology was applied by the MODIS calibration and 
support team using desert sites to improve the degradation trending. 
This presentation presents further improvements to this new approach. 
The 2012 reprocessing of the MODIS Aqua ocean color products is 
based on the new methodology. 



